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his father died, and sixteen when his sister Clarice was mairied
in Rome to Filippo Strozzi. In consequence of his father's
wandering life and early death he was brought up by his
mother Alfonsina, and had imbibed from her all those ideas
of pride and arrogance which were most repugnant to the
Florentines. When he was twenty-one the rule of Florence
was placed in his hands as the representative of his uncle,
Leo X, the senior member of the family. He was ordered to
rule in accoi dance with detailed instructions which were
drawn up for his guidance by the Pope, and which specially
warned him against offending the feelings of the Florentines
by ostentation in his mode of life, or by any display of that
anogant demeanour to which he was inclined Leo X and his
adviser Giulio were bent upon ruling Florence with a strong
hand, but at the same time they had no desire to disturb the
excellent relations between them and the people which had
been established on their return to power. And for the first
two or three years Lorenzo obeyed these wise instructions;
though he had little capacity, he refrained from giving offence,
and when in 1515 Leo X visited Florence, the enthusiastic
reception which the people gave him showed that the Medici
rule was still popular.

In March 1516 Giuliano's death removed the obstacle to
Leo X's design of seizing upon the Dukedom of Urbino and
giving it to one of the members of his own family. The Papal
forces were at once sent against Urbino, Lorenzo being put in
command; the reigning Duke, Francesco della Rovere, was
driven out; and on the 3oth May the Papal army entered
Urbino. Whereupon Leo X declared Lorenzo Duke of Urbino
(by which name he is always known); but he remained so in
little more than name, and on Leo X's death five years later
the rightful Duke recovered his state.

This new acquisition by the representative of the Medici
family charged with the rule of Florence was of doubtful ad-
vantage to that State, Lorenzo had not the wit to be a Duke
in Urbino and a simple citizen in Florence, He now disre-